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  APTITUDE EXAM 
 

FOR SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE 
AWARDED IN SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
WEDNESDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2022 - AFTERNOON 

DURATION - 2 HOURS, 10 MINUTES 
(to include 10 minutes reading time) 

 
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 

You are required to answer ONE question from Section A (1 HOUR) 
and ONE question from Section B (1 HOUR) 

 
In Section A you are asked to provide THREE solutions to a problem.  
You will be marked on the following: 

  Mark 

a) Quality of your THREE solutions – how well you solve the problem along 
with the flair and imagination of your ideas. 

30 

b) 
 

Technical knowledge & reasoning of your solution – how well they may 
work, with operating principals explained and justified. 
– how much technical / engineering knowledge you demonstrate in your 
ideas and annotations.  

15 

 SECTION A TOTAL 45 

 
In Section B you are asked to solve a more focused problem, providing only ONE detailed solution.   
You will be marked on the following: 

  Mark 

a) How well your solution works 30 

b) 
 

The consideration and application of engineering knowledge.  This could 
include mechanisms, structures, electronics, components, 
materials, flow charts, coding etc,. 

15 

 SECTION B TOTAL 45 

 

 Communication in diagrams, annotations and readability 10 

 

 GRAND TOTAL 100 

 
Please fill in the information box at the bottom of each answer sheet with: 
 Your candidate name and school name clearly printed on each sheet.  

 The number of the question you have chosen to answer. 

 The page number. 
 

Please start each question on a fresh sheet of paper 
 

Applicants must not discuss the exam on social media or in any other way 
 

DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO DO SO 
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Section A – Suggested time 1 hour 
 
OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS 
In this section you will be assessed on your ability to solve the problem set in a 
CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE way, by providing initial concepts. 
 
Answer ONE question only from the following THREE questions. 
Within your answer, you must provide three distinctly different solutions. 

 
Question 1 
 

Following heavy rain gardens and lawns often get water-logged.  If the water 
is not able to drain away from a lawn the grass can get damaged. A 
gardener wants to quickly solve this problem by making a pattern of small 
holes, about 75mm deep, across the whole surface of the lawn, to allow 
water to drain away.  

Design three pieces of equipment that can be either hand or battery 
powered, which could be used to improve the drainage of the lawn. 

 
---o0o--- 

 
 
Question 2 
 

For a variety of reasons, many people have the use of only one arm. Produce one solution only for each of the 
following three tasks: 

Chopping vegetables; 

Putting on a pair of socks; 

Unscrewing a jar. 

 
---o0o--- 

 

 
Question 3 
 

You have been asked by a company that makes 600mm long elastic bungee cords, to 
produce a testing rig that would assess the strength and/or durability of their product. 
They would like three different concepts to discuss.  

.  
 
 
 

End of Section A  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.ropesandtwines.com/proddetail.php?prod%3D8mm-yellow-bungee-cord-strap-x-60cm-with-reverse-hook&psig=AOvVaw1imE7Yb75Ci_mCMIcNmTie&ust=1582541580262000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDbhvrA5-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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Section B – Suggested time 1 hour 
 
FOCUSED QUESTIONS 
In this section you will be assessed on your ability to present ONE DETAILED 
TECHNICAL SOLUTION to the given problem focusing on functionality, 
components, materials and construction. 
 

Answer ONE question only from the following THREE questions. 
 

Question 4 
 

The UK plans to send its first lunar rover to the Moon. The rover, which has a footprint of 
around 300mm by 300mm, will walk using legs rather than wheels and be powered by 
solar cells and batteries.  

You have been asked to devise a way of collecting a 10 mm3 sample of moon dust which 

will later be analysed by instruments within the rover.  The sample will need to be stored in 
the base of the rover and you must consider the opening and closing of an access flap to enable this. The base will 
be 50mm above the surface of the moon when collecting the sample.  

---o0o--- 

Question 5 
 

5. Many homes have wood burning stoves. Splitting big logs into smaller sizes for these stoves using an axe can be a 
tiring and dangerous task. 

Design a mechanical ‘log splitter’ for home use, that will speed up the task of splitting logs and be both safe to use 
and compact for the purposes of storage. The maximum size log to split will be 300mm diameter and 300mm long.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

---o0o--- 

 
Question 6 

6. During the winter months farmers need to feed their sheep with food pellets. However, access to their fields on remote 
mountains can be difficult. Design a device that will automatically dispense 20kg of food pellets once a day. The farmer 
will pre-load the device with 100kg of the food pellets. The device can be powered by a 12V battery and motor and the 
battery will be kept charged using wind power.   

  

 

 

END 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.space.com/uk-first-moon-rover-spacebit-launch-2021.html&psig=AOvVaw1hXuDNwsRxQtf80qqXhgF7&ust=1582541643861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj12pfB5-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/540339362/split-log-side-end-tables&psig=AOvVaw0MR-7FFwGcSnbstldU5cri&ust=1582903425746000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNixiICF8ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_82720833_splitting-a-pine-log-for-winter-firewood-with-an-axe.html&psig=AOvVaw0WksLCOIaltlr3vs3PKbab&ust=1582903555669000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDD8NSF8ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lesliesgm.co.uk/ESW/Images/split-logs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lesliesgm.co.uk/blowervacsshredderslogsplitters.html&tbnid=jByto7WL_pprrM&vet=10CDsQMyiBAWoXChMImJvR_IXy5wIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM..i&docid=VaB9bnNcO0Bh0M&w=299&h=173&q=split%20logs&ved=0CDsQMyiBAWoXChMImJvR_IXy5wIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAM
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.gov.uk/government/news/defra-to-meet-the-cost-of-removing-sheep-killed-in-snow&psig=AOvVaw2ANjhISyHe3KsLRZcjBcl9&ust=1582541878926000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOivwZHC5-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/originals/b1/af/98/b1af98977267d1bf64b27d512c8cf5d3.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/299348706455660497/&tbnid=E_kbg49wKSOvKM&vet=12ahUKEwiE-YbtquznAhVFiRQKHcSqCxQQMygwegQIARBu..i&docid=eObFZXY2pxZtoM&w=320&h=240&q=sheep%20eating%20food%20pellets&ved=2ahUKEwiE-YbtquznAhVFiRQKHcSqCxQQMygwegQIARBu
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Applicants must not discuss the exam on social media or in 
any other way 
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