
 
 

 
 
 

Information for 
Candidates and 

Nominating Adults  
 

Arkwright Aptitude 
Assessment  -  TestGorilla  

 
Please read this guide  carefully and follow instructions.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact 

scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk    

mailto:scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk
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Turn on your speakers or headphones  and m ake sure you are in a 

quiet, private room  where you will be free from distractions.   

Be comfortable and have enough room to write any calculations  on 

blank paper . You can take the test at home or in a n education  setting.  

 

Accessing  and preparing for  the aptitude assessment  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access to the assessment will be sent directly to either the  

young person ’s school or personal email address , as chosen 

by them on the application form  in Part 1. Check that the 

email address provided is correct and accessible.  

The assessment will be sent out on Thursday 8 th  January 

at approximately 10am and will remain open until 11pm on 

Monday 12 th  January 2026 . 

You can use  any  

smart phone, tablet, 

laptop or PC with a front 

facing camer a. We 

recommend using a 

tablet or smartphone  to 

make the process of 

uploading images easier. 

Google Chrome is  our 

recommended  browser.  

Ensure your camera is turned on and 

your device has permission to use it. It 

must be able to clearly see your face 

and surroundings for the duration of the 

assessment. You may need a plug - in 

webcam  or a  smartphone/tablet  stand.  

The TestGorilla software will periodically 

capture  images  to ensure you are 

abiding by the anti - cheating measures.  

OR  

Towards the end of the exam, you will need to upload 

images to the TestGorilla platform.  You can only upload 

images to the assessment platform using the device you are 

actively engaged in the exam on.  Therefore, if you are using 

a laptop/desktop computer, you may need  to transfer 

images f rom a tablet /smartphone  to the active device . You 

will have a 10 - minute limit for each upload.  This  is why we 

recommend using a tablet  or smartphone for the exam.  
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Information for IT users  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You should not need to download any software to access 

TestGorilla  as the exam is run through a website browser.  

If you would like to test site access  in your educational 

setting , please use the practice exam link that will be 

shared in early December.  

Ensure the https://www.testgorilla.com  URL is unblocked . 

Ensure assessments@testgorilla.com  is added to the safe 

senders list . The exam invite will come via this email 

address.   

If you have any questions about the exam , please contact 

scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk   

If you have any technical issues , please contact  TestGorilla  

for support . 

• In the first instance, y ou can visit their website 

(https://candidates.testgorilla.com/hc/en - us) for 

FAQ guides  and  to use their digital chatbot .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• You can email for support  via help@testgorilla.com   

• Please not e they are an American based company 

and you may not get an immediate response . 

If you contact TestGorilla , you must email 

scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk  with a screenshot of 

your technical issues . 

https://www.testgorilla.com/
mailto:assessments@testgorilla.com
mailto:scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk
https://candidates.testgorilla.com/hc/en-us
mailto:help@testgorilla.com
mailto:scholarships@smallpeicetrust.org.uk
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Information for nominating adults  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicants who have been identified by their nominat ing  

adult on the application form as requiring extra time for 

the assessment will be sent an exam in January with the 

extra time automatically applied.  

If a young person needs extra time applied to the practice 

exam , please email scholaships@smallpeiceturst.org.uk  

with their full name and email address, specifying the 

percentage of extra time they require . The young person 

will then be sent an alternative link to  a practice exam with 

extra time automatically applied.  

Young people  do not have to sit their assessment in school . 

There is no expectation that the school will need to 

invigilate individual applicants . However, if schools want to 

provide a space and time for multiple applicants  to sit the 

exam together , then we ask that an invigilator is present in 

the room.  

TestGorilla is an industry recogni sed hiring platform  with 

assessments suitable for assessing a candidate’s baseline 

subject knowledge . There will be references to careers 

throughout.  

We do not expect applicants  to do a large amount of 

preparation as we would like to see their  baseline 

knowledge.  A link to the practice exam will be sent out in 

the first week of December to teachers and students  and 

will remain accessible until Thursday 18 th  December 2025 . 

There is also more information on each  multiple - choice  

module  along with  demos of the practice questions at  the 

following links  on the TestGorilla website : 

• Numerical Reasoning Test  

• Mechanical Reasoning Test  

• Spatial Reasoning Test  

mailto:scholaships@smallpeiceturst.org.uk
https://www.testgorilla.com/test-library/cognitive-ability-tests/numerical-reasoning-test/
https://www.testgorilla.com/test-library/cognitive-ability-tests/mechanical-reasoning-test/
https://www.testgorilla.com/test-library/cognitive-ability-tests/spatial-reasoning-test/
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Regulations for young people  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam p reparation c hecklist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are not allowed any additional devices, such as 

phones, tablets or the internet to assist you in answering 

the questions . 

You are allowed to use a calculator.  

This is a closed book assessment . T herefore, you should not 

have any notes or resources to hand for the duration of the 

assessment.  

You must take this test alone, unless you have been 

authorised to have a reader, scribe or prompt at your 

current place of education.  

An internet - connected  d evice to take the exam on with a 

front facing camera or plug - in webcam  

 

A stand for you r tablet or smartphone if required  

A quiet, private room  with space for you to write  your 

workings and answers  

Headphones  (not manda tory, but ma y be hel pful if n oisy)  

At least 5 sheets of blank A4 paper  

A black ink pen and a sharpened pencil  

A calculator  

Access to the email address you stated on Part 1 of the 

application form  
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S tructure of the exam  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam interface  and  functionality  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 1 –  30  minutes  + 15 

minutes for practice questions  

Section 2  –  1 hour  + 

instruction and upload time  

m odules  

Numerical   Mechanical   Spatial  

10 minutes  maximum  

to complete each 

module (candidates 

with agreed extra 

time will have longer)  

4  practice questions  

to complete for 

each module within 

5 minutes  

Multiple choice  

questions to 

choose from  

Open - ended design  

question exploring 

an engineering 

problem  

You should use blank 

piece s of paper and 

a pen and/or pencil 

to answer the 

questions . 

1 hour to complete  

(candidates with 

agreed extra time 

will have longer)  

Upload your workings  

after the 1 hour  has 

elapsed  

The timer and question number progress tracker will be located at 

the top of the screen for each module.  

Once the test has started , you cannot go back to a 

previous question or amend your answer, so think 

carefully before pressing ‘ Next’  on each question.  This 

is in the top right - hand  corner of the test window.  

12 Q uestions      21 Q uestion s   16 Q uestions  
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There will be a pop - up 

box to remind you to 

choose an answer if you 

accidentally click the 

‘Next ’ button  without 

selecting your answer.  

Before eac h module  of the assessment,  there will be 4 practice 

questions. Once you have completed the practice questions, there  

will be a 10- second countdown before the  actual  questions start. 

O nce you have started a module , you cannot pause the test.  

You will have the option to pause  for u p to 15 minutes  after each 

module  before beginning the next  module . Once you click ‘Start 

Test’, you will not be able to pause  again  until the end of the module.  
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Completing Section 1 of the  exam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. You will receive an email invitation from TestGori lla  to take 

the online assessment.  Please check your junk mail if you 

have not received this in your main inbox.  

The email will state that it will take a minimum of 1 hour 30 

minutes  to complete  the exam . However, it is recommended 

you  have at least 2 hours  scheduled and i t  could take up to a 

maximum of 2 hours 27 minutes  with instruction and upload 

time included . The exam will need to be sat in one session.  

Candidates with additional time requirements will 

automatically receive  extra time on top of the  timings stated.  

2.  After reading th e guidance  in the email  and when you are 

ready to  take the test , c lick ‘Go to assessment’.  A link will 

open on your web browser . 
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3.  Your fi rst name, last name and email address should already 

be filled in based on the information you provided on the 

application form.  

 

Tick to accept that you have read the T&Cs and click ‘Let’s go’.  

In certain circumstances (e.g. accessing the practice exam), 

you may need to access the exam using an invite link.  
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4.  The next page will show you a breakdown of the sections of 

the test  and will outline the technical re quirements for the 

assessment. Click ‘Continue’ when ready.  

 

F ill in your  details using the same information you provided on 

your application form.  You will then be sent an email with 

access to the exam. Please check your junk mail if you have 

not received this in your main inbox.  

Please note that this email will state you only have 32 

minute s to complete the exam. You should ignore thi s as you 

will receive the full timings as stated earlier in this guidance.  
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5.  On the next page, y ou must read, sign and follow the honesty 

agreement.  Type  your full name into  the box at the bottom 

of the window  to sign the agreement.  

 

Please note you must follow all Smallpeice and TestGorilla 

guidance and regulations throughout the duration of the 

exam.  Anyone found to be cheating will be removed from 

the application process.  

6.  You will need to check your camera and microphone are set 

up correctly before starting the assessment.  Please make 

sure you are situated in a position where the camera can 

clearly see your face and surroundings.  

 

If you are working on a laptop or PC, your web browser may 

display a pop - up message, asking to have access to your 

camera. Please select ‘ a llow’.  

7.  
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7. Once you have successfully set up your device, click ‘Start 

assessment’ and TestGorilla will show the first module you will 

be taking . Once the 10 - second timer has run down, you will 

then be presented with four  practice questions  to complete  

within a 5 - minue time limit . 
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8.  Once you have completed the practice questions and click 

‘Start test’ , you will have 10 seconds before the actual 

assessment begin s. 

9.  Continue through the 3 multiple - choice modules , keeping 

track of the time  and your progress through the questions.  

• There are 12 questions in module 1 Numerical Reasoning, 

meaning you have roughly 50 seconds per question*  

• There are 2 1 questions in module 3 Mechanical 

Reasoning, meaning you have roughly 28  seconds per 

question*  

• There are 1 6  questions in module 4 Spatial Reasoning, 

meaning you have roughly 37  seconds per question*  

 

*Extra time  for identified candidates will automatically 

be added to the assessment.  

Please do not post on social media or share any information 

regarding the test’s questions. If you have peers who are also 

applying, you must wait until everyone has completed the 

assessment to discuss results and featured questions.  
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Completing Section 2  of the exam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 2  of the assessment  is set up using custom questions , 

totalling  up to  102 minutes.  Please note there are no practice 

questions  and no pauses for breaks.  

1. Instructions for Section 2  

• You will have up to 10 minutes  to read these . 

• You do not have to upload  anything before clicking 

‘Next’.   

• Select ‘Skip question’ when the pop - up appears.  
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2.  Question details  

• You will have 1 hour to come up with solutions to 

either question 1 or question 2.  

• Use bla nk A4 paper to record your solutions.  

• You should put your full name and school  at the top 

of each piece of paper you use.  

• After the hour , you do not have to upload  anything 

on this screen before clicking ‘ Next’.  

• You will be asked to upload  on later screens.  

• Select ‘Skip question’ when the pop - up appears  

again . 

3.  Question selection  

• You will have up to  2 minutes to select which 

question you came up with solutions for.  
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4.  Image upload s 

• You will have up to 10 minutes to upload the first  

image of your solutions.  

• You will have a further 10 minutes  to upload the 

second image of your solutions.  

• You will have a final 10 minutes  to upl oad the third 

image of your solutions if required * 

*Some exams and specific questions only require you to upload two  

pieces of evidence for your solutions.  
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Finishing the exam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback for the practice exam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you have finished all questions, you will see the completion 

screen.  Click ‘Next’ and you will see a message confirming you can 

close the exam window.  

Your results f or the multiple - choice  sections will be shared with you 

as a PDF via email  within one week  of taking the assessment , apart 

from over Christmas  when we  will  be  closed . The Smallpeice Trust will 

close for the festive period on Monday 22 nd  December and will 

reopen on Monday 5 th  January.  

We will not mark  S ection 2 , but a marking scheme will be shared 

alongside the practice exam link  if you wish to mark this yourself.  
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Next steps  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for completing the Arkwright Engineering Scholarship 

online assessment . 

Please note  the assessment only accounts for part of the application 

process , so results are only taken into consideration and not the 

overall decider  on whether an applicant makes it through to 

interview.  

You will be contacted via email  on Tuesday 17 th  February 2026  if you 

are successful ly moving through to  the interview stage . 


